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cumstance that tended to increase the mischief.    Several
Justices of the Peace, and an immense body of constables
were also in attendance.    At ten o'clock full a thousand
seamen made their promised visit, again mounting to Mr.
Wilkes's window, offering him liberty if he chose it, not-
withstanding  the presence  of  the  " lobsters"   (as they
called the soldiers), Wilkes renewing his entreaties that
they  would depart  quietly.     They  as  before,   cheered,
and did so, a mere gaping inoffensive mob remaining.   A
stupid, over zealous Justice however thought proper to read
the Riot Act, which not one hundredth part of the crowd
knew had been done, after which the same blockhead of a
Magistrate (Mr. Gillam) ordered the constables to disperse
the mob, which they attempted by seizing several inoffensive
persons and delivering them into charge of the military.
This ill timed and unnecessary violence at last raised a
general indignation amongst the spectators; loud hisses
commenced and abuse of the Scotch soldiers, and some
few stones were thrown, one of which hit Gillam, where-
upon the Magistrates ordered the Guards to fire, which
the infernal scoundrels instantly did, with ball, whereby
several persons lost their lives, some of them not being
in the mob at all, for the vile assassins fired in all directions,
and even across the public high road.   One poor woman was
killed seated upon a cart-load of hay going by at the time.
At the time the firing commenced I was leaning upon the
railing that separated the fields from the road, talking to
a gentleman who stood near me, and we were mutually
reprobating  the  infamous  conduct   of  the  soldiers   and
Magistrates when we observed several of the Guards running
towards us, and soon they were in pursuit of a man in a
scarlet waistcoat, who jumped over the rail within a foot
of us, four soldiers being about fifty yards behind him in
chase.   My new acquaintance and I followed.   The pursued
man ran round a windmill, when finding himself in danger
of being overtaken, he made for an Inn near the Borough,
kept by a Mr. Allen, the yard of which he entered, darting
through a barn ivjd as a cow house, having a door at each